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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jennings 
et al (hereinafter Jennings - US 5,59,165) in view of Abecassis (US 5,422,468). 

Re. Claim 1 , Jennings discloses receiving, at the point-of-sale location, funds from a 
holder of the financial account as a payment amount to the account [Jennings - read 
entire document particularly - Abstract; Figures 1-2, 5-8; C1 L30 to C2 L56; C4 L42-L57 
- see 19 steps of Figure 2], forwarding to an issuer of the financial account a 
transaction message indicating a payment transaction and the received payment 
amount [C5 L25-L31], receiving an indication from the account issuer that the payment 
amount was applied to the financial account [C5 L32-37 - see receipt of a successful 
completion code], and forwarding the received funds to the account issuer upon 
receiving the indication that the payment was applied to the financial account [C5 L18- 
L43]. Jennings does not explicitly disclose allowing a purchase at the point-of-sale 
location to be charged to the financial account in combination with the funds transfer. 
However, Abecassis discloses this feature [Abstract; Figures 7-12; C2 L58 to C3 L2; C3 
L46-L60; C5 L15-L24; C8 :28-L67] to generate deposit transaction with deposit slip and 
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be transmitted. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure of Jennings and include 
allowing a purchase at the point-of-sale location to be charged to the financial account 
in combination with the funds transfer, as disclosed by Abecassis, to generate deposit 
transaction with deposit signal and payment (fund transfer). 

Re. Claim 2, Jennings discloses wherein the funds received include at least one of 
cash, check, credit card, money order, or cashier's check [C6 L32-L48]. 

Re. Claim 3, Jennings discloses receiving a credit card to identify the financial account 
[C6 L32-L48; 01 L64 to C8 L5]. 

Re. Claim 4, Jennings discloses forwarding the received funds to a financial institution, 
wherein the financial institution manages transactions of the point-of-sale location [C5 
L18-L43]; C25 L7 to C26 L52]; 

and forwarding the received funds, from the financial institution to the account 
issuer [C5 L1 8-L43]; C25 L7 to C26 L52]. 

Re. Claim 5, Jennings discloses receiving, from the point-of-sale location, a transaction 
message indicating a payment transaction and an amount of the payment to the 
financial account [C4 L26-L41; C5 L18-L42], 
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verifying account information associated with the transaction indicated in the 
received transaction message [C4 L26-L41; C5 L18-L42], 

sending to the point-of-sale location an indication that the transaction was 
approved and the payment amount was applied to the account [C4 L26-L41 ; C5 L18- 
L42], and applying the payment amount to the account [C5 L18-L42 -- see posts a 
credit to destination account]. Jennings does not explicitly disclose allowing a purchase 
at the point-of-sale location to be charged to the financial account in combination with 
the funds transfer. However, Abecassis discloses this feature [Abstract; Figures 7-12; 
C2 L58 to C3 L2; C3 L46-L60; C5 L15-L24; C8 :28-L67] to generate deposit transaction 
with deposit slip and be transmitted. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure 
of Jennings and include allowing a purchase at the point-of-sale location to be charged 
to the financial account in combination with the funds transfer, as disclosed by 
Abecassis, to generate deposit transaction with deposit signal and payment. 

Re. Claim 6, Jennings discloses crediting a credit card account associated with the 
customer [C5 L18-L42; C6 L32-L47 see post a debit to the source account]. 

Re. Claims 7-10, Jennings discloses credit and debiting accounts and withdrawal from 
and transfers between "associated" accounts (between a checking account and a 
savings or money market account) [C7 L37 to C8 L8; C5 L18-L42; C6 L32-L47]. 
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Jennings or Abecassis does not explicitly disclose crediting a debit account 
associated with the customer, crediting a stored-value account associated with the 
customer (smart card), crediting a money market account associated with the 
customer, crediting a certificate of deposit (CD) account associated with the customer. 
However these are will known financial instruments available to bank customers such 
as Citibank (assignee of US 5,659,165) to make possible for customers remote and 
7/24 banking using POS/ATM for purchasing and other banking activities. It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the disclosure of Jennings and Abecassis and add the above function in 
order to provide electronic fund transfer more economically, fast and convenient to 
customer. 

Re. Claims 11-12, Jennings discloses receiving funds from the point-of-sale location [C5 
L18-L42] f and 

wherein the step of receiving funds from the point-of-sale location includes 
receiving funds from a financial institution, wherein the financial institution manages the 
transactions of the point-of-sale location [C5 L18-L42]. 

Re. Claim 13, claim 13 is similar to claim 1, therefore claim 13 is rejected with same 
rational as claim 1 . 
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Re. Claims 14 and 17, Jennings discloses for forwarding a transaction message 
comprises a credit card network, and wherein the means for receiving a transaction 
message comprises a credit card network [C2 L10-21 ATM network communication]. 

Re. Claims 15 and 18, Jennings or Abecassis does not explicitly disclose wherein the 
means for forwarding a transaction message comprises the Internet and wherein the 
means for receiving a transaction message comprises the Internet. However Internet 
communication fro receiving and sending data is will-known communication tool and 
use worldwide by financial institutions. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure 
of Jennings and Abecassis and include Internet communication to facilitate global 
transaction at cheep price and in real time. 

Re. Claim 16, claim 16 is similar to claim 5, therefore claim 16 is rejected with same 
rational as claim 5. 

Re. Claim 19, Jennings discloses receiving, at the point-of-sale location, funds from a 
holder of the financial account as a payment amount to the account [C1 L30 to C2 L56; 
C4 L42-L57], 

storing data about a funds transfer transaction, including information about the 
financial account and the received payment amount [C26 L24-L26; C5 L48-L53 - record 
and transaction history], 



Application/Control Number: 09/828,830 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3628 

forwarding, at a predetermined time, the stored transaction data [C25 L57-L67]; 

and forwarding the received funds to the account issuer based on the forwarded 
transaction data [C5 L25-L31]. Jennings does not explicitly disclose allowing a purchase 
at the point-of-sale location to be charged to the financial account in combination with 
the funds transfer. However, Abecassis discloses this feature [Abstract; Figures 7-12; 
C2 L58 to C3 L2; C3 L46-L60; C5 L15-L24; C8 :28-L67] to generate deposit transaction 
with deposit slip and be transmitted. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure 
of Jennings and include allowing a purchase at the point-of-sale location to be charged 
to the financial account in combination with the funds transfer, as disclosed by 
Abecassis, to generate deposit transaction with deposit signal and payment. 

Re. Claim 20, claim 20 is rejected with same rational as claim 2. 

Re. Claim21, Jennings discloses forwarding the stored transaction data to a processor, 
determining, by the processor, the card issuer associated with the transaction data, and 
forwarding, by the processor, the transaction data to the determined card issuer [C1 L30 
to C2 L56; C8 L52 to C9 L50]. 

Re. Claim22, Jennings discloses receiving a credit card to identify the financial account 
[C6 L35-L39]. 



4 
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Re. Claim 23, claim 23 is rejected with same rational as claim 19. 

Re. Claim 24, Jennings does not explicitly disclose wherein the means for forwarding 
the stored data include an automated clearing house (ACH) network. However, this is 
will-known settlement process between different financial institutions, which are member 
of ACH and do not have direct settlement process to credit and debit each other's 
accounts. 

Conclusion 

2. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harish T. Dass whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6793. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:50 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 571-272-6799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Harish T Dass ->-^_ _ 
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